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From the Pastor 

 

Add “TALK” to Your List of Spiritual Activities 

 

Talking. That’s all it was.  Just talking.  When the woman of Samaria 
came to the well at mid-day to draw water, Jesus was already there.  
“Will you give me a drink?”  That was the conversation starter.  And 
they talked.  The result?  She left her water jar at the well, perhaps 

a sign of her excitement, and returned to her village to immediately tell people about her 
conversation.  They just talked.  Nothing happened physically—there was no healing 
miracle, no multiplying food, no returning anyone from the dead.  They just talked.  The 
talk alone made the difference.  See John 4. 

There are more and more people today who want to talk about religious things.  They 
want to know more about spiritual matters.  But they’re reluctant to ask.  There are 
religious nuts out there that seem to have all the answers, but whose answers sound 
either ridiculous or impossible.  The rest of us don’t feel as though our answers would 
be good enough or even right.  And besides we don’t want to sound stupid ourselves.  
So we stay quiet.  We don’t talk religion.  And the people who really want to know about 
religious things or spiritual matters, well, they walk away wanting. 

So members of JSUM are learning to talk.  Not with fancy words.  Not with memorized 
scripture.  JSUM members are learning to share faith experiences.  They are learning to 
share from their hearts.  They are unbinding their fears and their reluctance to share by 
talking with each other about faith experiences.  The result?  We hope people run away 
from JSUMC, leaving their old belongs behind because they’ve found new excitement in 
Christ!  
 

Pastor Brian 
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What has the Unbinding Your Heart experience meant to you? 

 

“I can't even begin to describe all the changes in my life big and small. I don't want 

these classes to end. I feel like my heart is being electrified and when I'm at my 

prayer group on Monday I feel so much love that my heart could just explode. I 

never want this feeling to go away. On Monday I told Scott [Goodman] that I wanted 

to help with the community dinner and by the end of our prayer session I am now 

picking up Shirley Halm and Rosie Jordan tonight and bringing them with me to help. 

I love, love, love my prayer partner. We talk a few times a week and are now meeting 

every Thursday to have lunch and chat. I feel so blessed and have gained so many 

new friends and feel like I have such a bigger purpose now. Every week I cry in our 

session because of the joy.. It's just mind blowing to me....I'm glad to have this 

church as my family!!!! I hope you have a wonderful & blessed day...”  Sabrina Swavel 
 

Money.  Who can live without it?  It buys the food.  It keeps us clothed.  It keeps us warm 
in the winter.  So why do we not like to talk about money?  If it is so essential, then 
perhaps we need to talk about money for what it does. 

In the life of our church, money enables us to be in mission.  We support the expense of 
a building where we worship, feed people, teach about Jesus, and give away our space 
as much as we can so that others can know our building as a safe sanctuary from the 
darkness of the world.  In the first 9 months of the year, our expenses related to the care 
of the building have been $55,000 (this includes maintenance, utilities, cleaning & 
cleaning supplies among others things).  We’ve spent about $5,000 more than last year 
during the same period—maintenance expenses that will be offset from Trustee savings 
at the end of the year. 

In the life of our church, money enables us to be in mission.  We support the salaries of 
staff: senior pastor, 2 associate pastors, secretary, nursery attendants, and musicians.  
These people are called by God to serve with JSUM Church and extend our ministry in 
everything they do.  Salaries for the first 9 months of the year have been $94,780, a drop 
of $2,340 from one year ago. 

In the life of our church, money enables us to be in mission.  We support the expense of 
ministry programs, like worship, education, finance, youth, and an office.  These program 
related expenses for the first 9 months of the year have been $28,000.  Last year during 
the same period, $17,620.  An increase in these expenses usually mean there is more 
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happening and more people involved.  This year, for example, there were 2 mission 
trips for the youth instead of one.  There have been over 100 adults in prayer studies.  
More meals have been served out of the kitchen.  And office expense to do all of our 
programs is actually the same! 

In the life of our church, money enables us to be in mission.  But most people really want 
to know the bottom line.  It’s simple.  In July 2013, the congregation was facing a debt 
of over $20,000 (actually $27,000 by the end of the year).  Cuts were made.  Rainy day 
funds were put to work on a three year plan.  The receipt of a house from an estate 
cleared the 2013 year end operating loan of $27,000.  And the Finance Committee began 
working diligently to increase cash reserves so that the congregation would not have to 
have an operating loan just to pay the light bill or salaries or programs.  Fifteen months 
later, we are celebrating because we’re on our way to a much healthier status with our 
money matters.   

In the life of our church, money enables us to be in mission.  Instead of a debt, we’re 
looking at cash reserves of $20,325—$4,420 of this is designated for apportionments 
enabling us to be in ministry around the world.  Oh, and that’s another piece of good 
news; there has been $2,848 more paid to apportionments than 1 year ago.  Our world 
reach is longer!  Money matters… to the Kingdom! 

 
 
Our church will once again have a free Community 
Thanksgiving Meal on Sunday November 22nd.   5:00 – 7:00 
p.m.  Steve Hoover is organizing this meal and is working with 
Trinity Evangelical United Methodist Church for extra help.  
He is asking the congregation for donations of turkeys to the 
thawing in the church refrigerator by Wednesday November 
18th, and salads and desserts on November 22nd.. You can 
also help with set up, serving and clean up.   If you have any 
questions give him a call 419 294 2543 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, November 26th, all are invited for a time 
of fellowship at 8:30 a.m. at The  Wyandot Mission 
Church.  The service will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Help is needed for our Wednesday Community Meals.  Needed are people to set up 
tables and chairs, and clean up after the meal. The meal does not have to be anything 
special, just something you like to prepare. 

If you have questions contact Scott Goodman. 
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Christians pray.  They pray because this connects them with God.  As their God 
connection deepens, so does their passion for the mission to get people everywhere 
connected to God.  And another interesting side effect of prayer?  People become more 
generous.  When we all know and feel our connection to God every day, we stop viewing 
the money given to church merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, we begin to see how 
our shared lives, in prayer and financial giving, contributes to the whole effort to help 
people grow spiritually in their relationship with God.  By supporting mission with prayers 
and with a percentage of our incomes, we see an increased number of people being 
introduced to Jesus and deepening their relationships for the sake of the world. 
  
Our congregation’s Administrative Council has chosen to use a process that gets us 
back on our knees, that gets us sharing our prayer experiences, and that opens hearts 
to a deeper life of generosity.  The E-vent 40 days of prayer, with the aid of the Unbinding 
Our Heart book, has given participants an opportunity to focus on their own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.  Instead of treating people 
like members of a social club who should pay dues and/or be volunteers, we treat people 
like followers of Jesus Christ who, out of a deep sense of being connected to God, want 
to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  We want to encourage people toward 
proportionate and systematic spiritual growth in their lives.  We don’t just automatically 
become prayer masters.  We don’t just become generous givers overnight.  We invite 
everyone to ask themselves, “What is the next step I can take in my prayer life to keep 
growing deeper in my relationship with God?”  We invite everyone to ask themselves, 
“What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  During morning worship on 
E-vent Celebration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their 
prayer and financial estimated commitments to our congregation’s mission to faithfully 
make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an “Estimated Commitment Card” does so 
voluntarily by attending morning worship on E-vent Celebration Sunday.  We even urge 
people to attend who feel strongly opposed to making written estimated commitments.  
The procedure is done in such a way that no one needs to feel personal embarrassment 
if he or she chooses only to place their name on a card and not actually make a written 
estimated commitment. 
 
Because we would rather not do home solicitations, we’re inviting you to make every 
effort to attend our E-vent Celebration Sunday, November 15.  Thank you for your 
enthusiastic participation in our E-vent activities. 
 
 
Sara Lou Binau 
Administrative Council Chairperson 
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How many times have you said “I wish I could do more to help out at the church?”  Well here is your 
chance - - Help us find addresses for our Lost Tribe of John Stewart UMC.  You will see by our list that 
there are too many for the office to track down.  If you know the information for any of these people 
please call the church office.  We need addresses, email, phone number, new last name, new family 
information – any information you can give us.  The second column are college age. We also would 
like to keep in contact with them.  If you know their college address let the church office know. Or if they 
have gotten married please give us their new information. 

Persons for whom we are unable to obtain contact after two years may be removed from 
full membership and placed on the constituent roll, as we try to remain in contact with 

our members. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LOST TRIBE   
   
Brad Barrett Hayley Seals Ashley Mullins 
Tiffany Boes Matt Shick Steve Mullins 
Kelly Brocklesby Meredith Shick Keera Saylor 
Heather Bruynis Tabby Shick Kilee Saylor 
Ed Call Alycia Skidmore Justeen Searfoss 
Allysia Christian Danielle Smith Mike Smalley 
Emily Coakley Nikki smith Christopher Swartz 
Jordon Coakley Lindsay Snyder Kendra Swartz 
Scott Dishon Keith Swartz Rob Swartz 
Jordon Ebert Waylon Swartz Makaela Taylor 
Jessie Emerine Arch Taylor Micah Wall 
Brian Gottfried Abby Warfell Scott Warfell 
Lindsey Gottfried Kari Yeater Aubry Wentling 
Reece Iles   
Brye Johnson COLLEGE AGE  
Payton Johnson We need college addresses –or- married names/addresses 

Holly Jones   

Richard Karg  Ian Baker  
Caine Margison Josh Baker  
Lea Margison Layne Binkley  
Katie Mason Jenna Brocklesby  
David McCallister Cody Clifford  
Deena Mulvaine Taylor Dilley  
Jerrod Parsell Ally DuBois  
Lauren Parsell Cindy DuBois  
Wes Parsell Elizabeth Cousino  
Jordan Ratliff Domonique Ebert  
Tyler Rossel Haeleigh Ebert  
Jakob Searfoss Cohl Gagnon  
John Searfoss Marissa Linhart  
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Christmas School will be held Monday, November 30th through Friday, December 4th, from 9:00 – 11:00 
a.m. for any child three years old through kindergarten.  During Christmas School, which will be held in 
the preschool room of our church, children will learn the true Christmas Story in story, song, and crafts.  
Please fill out the enclosed registration form for each child.  If a child attends a preschool or kindergarten 
they may come to Christmas School on days they are not in school.  If your child needs a ride, please 
make a note on the registration form.   If you have questions contact Carol Hostetter (740-482-2728). 
 
 
 
NAME    ______________     ____________________________ 
 
 
BIRTHDAY AND AGE ____________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS   ____________________________________________ 
 
 
HOME PHONE  ____________________________________________ 
 
 
WORK HOME  __________    ________________________________ 
 
 
PARENT’S NAMES  ________     __________________________________ 
 
 

 
CIRCLE DAYS THEY WILL ATTEND 

 
MON TUE WED THUR     FRI 

 
 
 
 
ANY SPECIAL NOTES (allergies, needs a ride, etc.) 
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 ~ November 2015 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 
Jesus died for 
you.  Be thankful 
that you are free 
to take 
communion. 

2  
Pray for peace in 
our world. 

3 Election Day 
Help us as we 
vote to make wise 
decisions. 

4  
Thank God for our 
beautiful fall 
leaves. 

5  
Be thankful for 
your family. 

6  
With whom can 
you share your 
faith? 

7  
Thank God for 
your prayer 
partner. 

8  
Pray for all the 
pastors as they 
bring you God’s 
message. 

9  
Help us to have a 
good week. 

10  
Be thankful for 
who you are!  God 
made you! 

11 Veterans' Day 
Give thanks for 
the Veterans and 
their service to 
our Country. 

12  
Thank God for 
your warm house. 

13  
Pray for families 
who have lost 
loved ones. 

14  
Pray for people 
who are lonely. 

15  
Pray for those 
who don’t know 
Jesus. 

16  
Pray for those in 
Prayers & 
Squares group; 
they pray for 
others as they 
work on quilts for 
the sick. 

17  
Pray for the 
people who have 
no food. 

18  
Pray for our John 
Stewart UMC 
Youth groups. 

19 Great 
American 
Smokeout 
Help us to make 
good choices.  
Are you ready to 
give up smoking? 
Pray for help. 

20  
Pray for those 
who have lost 
their way from 
Jesus. 

21  
Be with our 
pastors as they 
prepare to lead us 
closer to YOU! 

22  
Keep our country 
safe from harm. 

23  
Thank God for our 
kitchen staff who 
prepares meals 
for us on 
Wednesday night. 

24  
Pray for your 
children. 

25  
Pray that you can 
lend someone a 
helping hand 
today. 

26 Thanksgiving 
Day 
Be thankful for 
your MANY 
blessings 

27 
Pray for safety for 
those traveling 
home after 
Thanksgiving. 

28 Pray that our 
government will 
ask for God’s 
guidance in their 
decisions. 

29  
Pray to be open to 
Pastor’s message 
today. 

30  
Ask God to bless 
you to do His will 
today. 

 
Philippians 4:6-7 ~ ~ Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the 
peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. (NIV) 
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Wyandot Afternoon Youth (WAY) will be at John Stewart Church on Wednesday 
afternoons. The Family Life Center will be open from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. for Junior High 
youth to come play games or hang with friends.  Church members are asked to come 
help fill in on the dodge ball teams, or take on one of the youth in pool or just be a friendly 
face in the room.  Talk to the pastor about this being YOUR opportunity to be the face of 
Jesus to the youth of our community.  The main door of the church will be closed at 3:00 
p.m. so that everyone comes in through the Family Life Center door.  This way we know 
everyone who is in the church.  This is for the safety of the youth. 

 

 Food pantry donations are needed.  Put your items in the grocery cart in east 
vestibule. 

 

 New Prayer Ministry started, Sunday, October 11th  
 
A group of volunteers will be meeting in the chapel at 10:00 a.m. to pray for the 
10:10 service.  They will join us in our worship service praising our Lord.  After the 
service they will return to the chapel and will be available for prayer requests, 
concerns or joys you want lifted to the Lord.  If you are in need of one-on-one 
prayer you are invited to join them in the chapel.  This is a great opportunity for all 
of us to receive additional prayers for whatever is ailing us and also lifting our 
praises.  There are many things that may bring you to the chapel, such as an 
upcoming surgery, or you want a deeper connection with God, you have burdens, 
you are praising God for a new job or a peaceful heart.  If you feel led to speak to 
someone about God or feel led to connect deeper in faith, let’s take it to the Lord 
in prayer. 
 
During this “Unbinding Your Heart” period we are encouraging relationships and 
prayer.  This is an excellent opportunity for us to grow deeper with one another 
through prayer. 
 
Contact Pastor Doug Pummell with any questions.  
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Upcoming Sermons: 
 

November 1st “Faith Focus” - Proverbs 3:1-3 & Matthew 14:22-23 
November 8th “Prayer and the Heart” - Exodus 25:1-7 & Matthew 5:23-24 
November 15th “More Than Enough” – Exodus 36:2-7 & Matthew 6:2-5 

November 22nd “Silos in Heaven” – 1 Chronicles 29:3-4 & Matthew 6:19-21 
November 29th “Ready” – Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke 21:25-28 
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