
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you interested in 
sponsoring Altar flowers for 

a Sunday throughout the 
year??? 

If so, please contact Deb 
Bowen @ 419-209-2410 

 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

 
In the case of bad weather… When the 
area schools are on delay due to poor 

visibility or poor road conditions the 
staff, at their discretion, will delay 

coming to the office until the roads are 
passable. 

If the school is closed the church is 
closed… 

NO ACTIVITIES. 

 
This year for our "Giving Tree" 
project, we will be collecting 
canned fruit for the Christian 
Food Center. 
Any kind of canned fruit, large 
or small will be accepted. 
Donations of applesauce will 
also be accepted as long as it 
is not in a glass container. 
The fruit will be collected 
during the month of December.   
It will be taken to the Food 
Center in January 2019. Thank 
you so much for your generous 
hearts! 
Sheila Roszman 

 

Connections in our Ministry 
We are one body under Christ. Sometimes that is hard to remember that we are all in this 

together. We get caught up in the stresses of our local problems and forget we are connected 

through his grace. I was reminded of that just this morning. I started my day off at the John 

Stewart Church by carrying five prom dresses upstairs to a ministry room at JSUM.  This 

particular room is set up with a collection of dresses, shoes and jewelry.  These dresses are 

free for anyone in need of a prom, bridesmaid, and homecoming dress. These five dresses 

where donated by someone in the Forest church. Yesterday I started my morning off at the 

Marseilles church and I picked up a box of food donated and transported over to the Forest 

church for their food pantry. I also delivered several bags of food that someone from the 

John Stewart church donated to the Forest pantry. These are just a few examples of how 

we are bridging the communities and are working together to reach people in need. It is truly 

a blessing to me to watch and be a part of this work. ~ Pastor Doug 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services: 
 

Forest @ 6:30 p.m. 
John Stewart @ 6:30 p.m. 

Marseilles @ 8:00 p.m. 



Church Family, 
 
It is once again the season of Christmas! It 
seems like the traditional thing to say is I cannot 
believe it is that time again. In an effort to keep 
with tradition I will say it, I can’t believe it is that 
time again! 
In the case of our family, what a year it’s been 
for us. This was a year of change in our family. 
Just a few slight changes with our kids. Jackie 
moved from Marion to Delaware. A small 
change just drive a little further south on 23. She 
changed jobs and is now working as a dental 
assistant for Dental Works in Powell, Ohio.  
Tyler is now a junior at Concordia University 
Ann Arbor, yes that cold state up north. He is 
still on a football and track scholarship. He was 
elected by his teammates to be a captain on 
both the winter and spring track teams. The real 
big changes this year happened for Sue and 
me. On August 15 I left my job with the State of 
Ohio and accepted a full time appointment 
serving you as one of your Pastors. This change 
came with the agreement to sell the house we 
have lived in for over twenty years and move 
into a parsonage.  We are so thankful for the 
painting, carpeting and new fans put into the 
parsonage.  It is so “cozy” as Sue would say.  
We are continuing to unpack and I am hoping to 
have my car in the garage before the big snow 
comes.  This move was especially hard on Lou, 
the dog. Lou is now in a full scale war with the 
four cats next door. 
On Christmas morning I will have been a full 
time Pastor for a little over four months. In one 
way it feels like I have been doing this for years. 
But in reality I am just starting to get into a 
groove and familiarizing myself with my new 
responsibilities. This change also came with 
three new churches added to our charge. All of 
these changes in our lives have been made 
easier by all of you. Everyone associated with 
the charge we now call Upper River Ministries.  
Sue and I have been shown a lot of love and 
support through this last year during our time of 
transition. Your love towards us as inspired me 
to work and love harder and deeper. Sue and I 
want to thank all of you who helped us during 
this transition.  
A gift from God is to love one another. God 
made it possible through his grace to love 
everyone. Love does not have to stop at one or  

 
 
two people. For Sue and me we are blessed to 
be a part of six churches and we love all six. 
I feel lots of joy and excitement this Christmas. I 
can compare myself to a child on Christmas 
morning waiting to open my gifts. God blessed 
us this last year with many changes in our lives. 
I am excited to open the box of the next year and 

see what Gods next plan for us. Merry 

Christmas to all and lets attack this next year 

with strong intentions to better our individual 
walks with God and to do our part in making 
disciples for Jesus. 
 
 

Pastor Doug & Sue 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Merry Christmas to the 6 churches 

known as the Upper River Ministries.  The 

Christmas season is upon us and Jeff and I are 

looking at a Christmas that make look a bit 

different this year.  With my calling to ministry 

our lives have been altered slightly.  Our 

Christmas season has become busier with the 

joyful onset of my assignment to ministry.  This 

will be my first year serving as a pastor in the 

Northwest Plains District.  I look forward to 

coming along side all of the churches to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Christ 

the Lord.   

I am continuing my journey to become a Local 

License Pastor and am just finishing the 

Candidacy Mentoring Program.  My goal, with 

God's help, will be to attend Licensing school 

this year and become qualified as a Local 

License Pastor in the fall of 2019.  Prayers for 

this journey will be appreciated.   

We still look forward to celebrating Christmas 

with our family.  Our son Matthew and his wife, 

Cheryl and our daughter, Jillian and her 

husband Travis have blessed us with 6 

grandchildren.  Our grandchildren have been 

born in stair step fashion.  Cole is 11, Levi is 11, 

Clayton is 9, Adriane is 9, Melanie is 7 and the 

youngest Walter is 3.  After February 2019, the 

ages will be: 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, and 4. We are 

especially blessed to have all of our family close 

to us.  We are able to see them regularly and 

can attend school functions and sporting events.  

What a blessing for us as Grandma and 

Grandpa. 

During the Christmas season we will get 

together with both sides of the family.  We will 

celebrate with the Smith side and usually have 

about 30 family members attend.  We will also 

have a get together with Jeff's side, the 

Bowen's.  We always make sure that Jeff's dad, 

George, attends both gatherings because we all 

consider him family.   

During this busy time of year, please be sure to 

take time to reflect on the real meaning of 

Christmas.  The Christmas story is a story of 

hope, life and salvation.   

Merry Christmas!  No happy holidays from this 

girl! 

Love and Blessings 

Pastor Betsy & Jeff 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Our Women’s Retreat was a great success! This was the 
2nd retreat for 2018.  We are Recharged & Refreshed!!  

This retreat took us through a journey of the lives of Ruth 
and Naomi straight from the bible.  We focused on how 

God is our shelter and foundation.  We made new friends 
and grew closer to the women we already knew. 

Thank you God for your grace and blessings! 
Keep your eyes open for another retreat in the spring! 

~ Sue Pummell   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes of the Upper River Ministries UM Church Charge Conference: 
Forest, John Stewart, Marseilles, Salem, Wesley Chapel & Wharton UMC 

Date of Conference:  25 November 2018   

Presiding Elder:  Brandi Grant Rigsby 

The Number of Members Present: 22  

Also Present: Pastor Brian Arnold, Pastor Betsy Bowen, Pastor Doug Pummell 

(The following proceedings were in fact held as a Church Conference, meaning that any Professing 
Members present from any of the congregations were granted voting privileges.) 

 

Opening: 

Dan Fox opened in prayer and Pastor Brian Arnold introduced the Presiding Elder. 

Pastor Brandi Grant Rigsby directed an informal conversation with the members about the 
ministries conducted at the Upper River Ministries conference. 

Members gave reflections of our churches and the ministries that we represent. Thankful that 
we have Food Pantries, Operation Christmas Child, Women’s bible studies, Shoebox ministries, 
Wednesday night community meals, Prayers & Squares, and Card ministries. 

 

Ministry Reports: 

The Renewing of Certified Lay Minister – Kathy Kin 
Bill Clinger made the motion to accept the renewal, Dan Fox seconded, motion approved. 
  
The Renewing of Certified Lay Speaker – Betsy Bowen  
Ann Brien made the motion to accept the renewing, Susan DeVene seconded, motion approved. 
 
A List of officers of each congregation for the 2019 year was presented. 
Pastor Brian made a motion to recommend these persons as officers for 2019 as listed.  The 
motion was approved.  

 

Practical Stewardship: 

A membership report was prepared by Mrs. Suzanne Pummell (John Stewart) and Brenda 
Deringer (Forest), including the names of persons to be read for removal from the Pressing 
Member roll for a first and a second year. 

Phyllis Koehler made a motion to accept the first year reading for removal, Joe Hochstettler, 
Stan Seabert, Susan DeVene offered a second.  The vote was unanimously in agreement to the 
motion.  The second year names will be removed from the Professing Member Roll placed on 
the Constituency Roll for another two years with the hope that contact information may still be 
found for these persons. 

There were no member names reading from the Salem, Wesley Chapel or Wharton 
congregation. 

Pastor Brian Arnold offered a prayer for the families of the deceased and a prayer of 
remembrance and celebration for their lives. 

 



Pastoral Compensation Packages: 

The Upper River Ministries Charge Pastoral Salary and Support proposal was placed before the 
members as prepared by the SPRC.  The report included: 

1. The recommended 2019 cash compensation for Pastor Brian Arnold is to be set at 
$50,000.00.  Andra Bell made a motion to this affect. Dan Fox offered a second.  The 
vote was unanimous to approve the motion.  The recommended 2019 cash 
compensation for Pastor Doug Pummell is to be set at $38,000.00.  Sara Lou Binau, 
made a motion to this affect.  Teresa Harris & Sheila Roszman offered a second. The 
vote was unanimous to approve the motion.  The recommended 2019 cash 
compensation for Pastor Betsy Bowen is to be set at $10,000.00.  Sheila Roszman 
made a motion to this affect.  Bill Clinger offered a second.   

2. The requested 2019 housing exclusion declaration for Pastor Brian Arnold is to be set 
at $4,500.  Andra Bell made a motion to this affect.  Dan Fox offered a second. The 
reminder was offered by Rev Brandi Grant Rigsby that the housing exclusion 
allowance is included in the already applied salary and does not involve any additional 
funding.  This vote represents the establishment of a contract that allows the pastor 
to take advantage of an IRS income exclusion declaration.  The vote was unanimous 
to approve the motion. The requested 2019 housing exclusion declaration for Pastor 
Doug Pummell is to be set at $4,500 of approved cash salary.  Andra Bell made a 
motion to this affect Dan Fox offered a second. The vote was unanimous to approve 
the motion. 

3. The recommended 2019 Accountable Reimbursement Policy amount for Pastor Brian 
Arnold is to be set at $4,500.  Andra Bell made a motion to this affect.  Dan Fox offered 
a second to the motion. The vote was unanimous to approve the motion. The 
recommended 2019 Accountable Reimbursement Policy amount for Pastor Doug 
Pummell is to be set at $3,500.  Andra Bell made a motion to this affect.  Dan Fox 
offered a second to the motion. The vote was unanimous to approve the motion. The 
recommended 2019 Accountable Reimbursement Policy amount for Pastor Betsy 
Bowen is to be set at $2,500.  Andra Bell made a motion to this affect.  Dan Fox offered 
a second to the motion. The vote was unanimous to approve the motion. 
 

 

No changes were offered to change or create Breakthrough Goals—a Conference self-monitoring 
process which congregations have been encouraged to use in recent years. 

 

Closing: 

 Rev Brandi Grant Rigsby closed the Church Conference with prayer. 
 
 

Church Conference Secretary: _____Suzanne M Pummell  
         Suzanne M Pummell 

  



Forest United Methodist Church 

Upper River Ministries 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Leadership Team Meeting 
November 12, 2018        6:30 p.m.                                                                                                                                            

Fellowship Hall 

Members present: Clergy – Pastor Doug Pummell; Staff – Brenda Deringer, Terri Exline; Laity Members – Elois 

Cramer, Martha Cramer, Sharlene Exline, Peggy Hafer, Joe Hochstettler, Kathy Kin, Stanley Seabert 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Kathy Kin. 

Minutes were approved. 

The checking account balance was $74,566.13. 

Forest’s share of Pastor Doug Pummell’s moving expenses of $674.55 was approved. 

Bill Sheets came to discuss his bid for the Gormley Street entrance. He was also asked to check the Dixon Street 

entrance. 

MOTION: Elois Cramer moved a box be placed for the congregation to recognize the staff at Christmas. Peggy 

Hafer seconded. Motion carried. 

MOTION: Elois Cramer moved the pastors be given $100.00 now for Pastor Appreciation and $100.00 at 

Christmas. Stanley Seabert seconded. Motion carried. 

Apportionments have been paid for the year. 

Forest’s share of the money received from the dissolution of the Hardin-Wyandot charge after expenses was            

$ 3,097.69. 

The Charge Conference is on November 24, 2018. There will be worship at 3:00. 

Christmas Eve Services at our church at 6:30 pm and at the Presbyterian Church at 11:00 pm. 

A small group Bible study is planned during Lent. 

Carmen will be at Riverdale on Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019. 

Plans for the Progressive Dinner on December 8, 2018 were announced. Salem – appetizers; Wesley Chapel – 

Communion; John Stewart – soup; Wharton – salad; Forest – entrée; Marseilles – dessert. There will be a spiritual 

moment at each stop. It begins at 4:30 pm. We will meet at the church at 4:45 pm to car pool. There is no charge, 

but tickets will be distributed to know how many people plan to attend. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm 

 

Martha Cramer                                                                                                                                                        

Secretary 

  



Entrusted, a Women's Bible Study 
 by Beth Moore 
 

You are all invited to join us for a Bible Study of 2Timothy 

beginning January 8, 2019 @ 10:00 am at Forest UM Church 

in the fellowship hall. If you have any questions or wish to 
order a study guide, at a cost of $16.00, please contact Elois 

Cramer at 
419-273-2897 by December 30, 2018.  If you are worried about the weather, our 
policy is, if school is cancelled, Bible study is cancelled. 
  

 

 

The Christmas Experience 
Christmas Season Bible Study Wednesday, December 5th at 6:30 pm, 

in the sanctuary.  Come and join us! 
 

 

 

 

FOREST UMC 
Wednesday, December 5 – Worship Team, 9:30 am 

Wednesday, December 5 – The Christmas Experience Bible Study, 6:30 pm in sanctuary 

Thursday, December 6 – Dart-ball, 7:30 pm, in Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, December 8 – John Stewart Progressive Dinner, starting 4:30 pm at Salem UMC 

Wednesday, December 12 – USDA delivery, 10:30 am 

Wednesday, December 12 – United Methodist Women, 1:30 pm, in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, December 12 – The Christmas Experience Bible Study, 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, December 12 – Preschool Christmas Program, 7 pm in sanctuary 

Monday, December 17 – Food Pantry: preparation, 9 am; servicing 1-5 pm 

Wednesday, December 19 – The Christmas Experience Bible Study, 6:30 pm  

Thursday & Friday, December 20 & 21 – Preschool Christmas party, 11-11:30 am 

Monday, December 24 – Community Christmas Eve Services, FUMC, 6:30 pm & First Presbyterian,11 pm  

 



Merry Christmas!  And greetings to you, our Church family!  The 
wonderful thing about holidays, and certainly a joyful 
experience for us, is the rare occasions when we have all of our 
immediate family together for celebrations.  The celebration of 
celebrations for us this year was welcoming a daughter into our 
lives through our youngest son’s wedding.  Jesse and Carissa 
were united on the twentieth of January and it was, of course, an 

occasion when we could all be together. 
Our oldest son, BJ, and his wife Iza and children—Olaf, Mia, and 
Alina—flew in from Brussels to be a part of the occasion.  BJ and 

Iza provided the music for the wedding.  The combination of piano and cello 
set a wonderfully romantic mood for a beautiful ceremony.  What’s really fun now is to see their 
musical talents being passed along to the next generation.  Olaf (8) has been taking piano 
lessons and just this fall Mia (6) has begun with viola lessons.  We happened to Facetime the 
day that Mia brought home her first rented viola.  She was eager to pull the instrument out of 
the case and demonstrate it for us; yes, we had the opportunity to hear her first attempts to 
make music, intermittent with a combination of random notes and screeching.  Alina (1 ½) was 
toddling around, not sure what to make of this new sound, but was smiling and being her happy 
self just the same.  The whole family was delighted to enjoy the several inches of snow that 
covered the ground (something that doesn’t happen very often in Brussels)—just in time for 
the winter themed wedding. 

Our daughter, Jeanine, and her husband Mark together read from Song of Solomon for the 
wedding service.  This scripture is written as a combination of a man and a woman’s voices 
exchanging sentiments of love.  Jeanine and Mark’s voices together conveyed that wonderful 
sentiment intended to be heard as the scripture was read.  Of course their children, Dylan, 
Gabriella, and Julianna were excited to be with their cousins from across the Atlantic.  It was a 
real treat to watch them play together.  Dylan (9) has begun to read for himself from the Harry 
Potter series at the same time that his cousin Olaf is being read to from the same series.  The 
imagination of story helps the boys—living a half a world apart—to have a common connection 
when they come together.  Gabriella (7) is definitely taken off with her interest in reading.  
There’s just something about reading and the use of imagination that can’t be replaced, even 
with the best that Hollywood can make.  And if anyone is imaginative—it’s Gabriella.  Even 
Julianna (5) is learning to translate the combination of letters into words as a normal first step 
in reading.  She continues to love to draw and colorfully decorate her pictures.  It’s only a matter 
of time before we expect see her putting captions on her pieces of art.  While the children were 
all together for the wedding, there certainly wasn’t any shortage of the use of imagination.  
What one didn’t think of, another would. 

The bride and groom had hoped for enough snow to set a winter scene for outdoor photos after 
the service.  Jesse and Carissa got their wish.  It was a wonderful ceremony and evening of 
celebration with family and friends all gathered together.  But it was quickly back to work for 
the new husband and wife.  By Monday evening, after a Saturday celebration, they were back 
to what has become their home together in Berrien Springs, Michigan.  Jesse continues to work 
as an electrical engineer at I/N Tek located in New Carlisle, Indiana.  The great news, received 
literally days before the wedding, was that Carissa would be hired to work at one of Whirlpool’s 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi89pmW2PfeAhUM4oMKHQI0Dq4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://d1m0f0.wisemamablog.com/ht/717edd/rousing-clip-black/55072/&psig=AOvVaw22M7bf8ibi3K9zzYJp2okh&ust=1543515034417809


corporate offices at Benton Harbor, Michigan.  She had been working at the Whirlpool factory 
in Findlay and this position at least enabled her to take some benefits with her into the new 
job.  So they’ve made quite a cozy home in an apartment partway between each of their work 
locations.  By now, all of the wonderful memories of that January celebration have taken their 
places in all of our hearts, including for the newlyweds. 

We have been blessed with other family gatherings through the year, including a trip to Ireland 
at the end of July, where BJ and Jeanine and their families joined us.  The newlyweds didn’t have 
enough time off from work to be able to join us.  Like most families, we continue to look forward 
to future opportunities to be together.  Modern technology connects us in ways that our 
grandparents and certainly our great grandparents would never have thought possible.  But 
there’s still nothing quite like just physically being together.  In fact we can see the challenge of 
the future for the next generations.  There is a need to come together, unplugged from 
technology, so that we can truly experience one another.  We learn that we don’t always get 
along at every moment, but we’re still family.  We learn that we disagree and still love one 
another.  We learn that being challenged, perhaps especially by family, keeps us growing in 
love—growing more patient, more kind, more self-controlled.  We grow into the giftedness of 
what God intends for families to experience—not being free from troubles, but through 
faithfulness we face troubles together only to find ourselves to be filled with gentleness, 
generosity, joy, and peace. 

So we pray for you and your families in this holiday season.  Our prayer is not to ask God for a 
red carpet—a life free from pain and suffering.  Our prayer is to ask God for guidance for us all 
as we learn to live more and more as God’s family—a family who stays with one another at the 
table through the most difficult of times, trusting that God fulfills the promises made in his son, 
our savior, Christ Jesus.  There is nothing quite like the blessing of being family, children of God, 
adopted into the family with Jesus at the head.  May your family gatherings, whether biological 
family or spiritual family or both, be blessed by the transformation of your hearts into the one 
who defines family for eternity—Jesus, born in human flesh, yet conceived by the Holy Spirit.   

    

Blessings! 
    Pastor Brian and JoAnne 
 
 

 

 

Galatians 5:22 …the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let 

us also be guided by the Spirit.  NRSV 
  

 



 

 

During the 2016 General Conference Session of 

the United Methodist church, a Special Session 

of the General Conference was called to meet in 

2019 to deal with matters specifically pertaining 

to human sexuality and how the denomination 

will move forward thereafter.  A task group was 

assembled to develop proposals reflecting the 

various stances currently found worldwide 

among people of the United Methodist Church.  

The task group, named the Commission on A 

Way Forward met, beginning in the fall of 2016 

and published their proposals, after review by the 

Council on Bishops, just this past spring.  The 

proposals were then sent to the Judicial Council 

for review to see whether, under current church 

law, there would have to be changes made to the 

proposals at the Special Session or additional 

legislation made to change church law if a 

particular proposal were adopted as a way 

forward.  

Currently, the West Ohio Conference website is 

full of information about the February 23-26, 

2019 meeting.  The website introduces everyone 

to the West Ohio's delegates, offers 

recommendations about how to pray for the 

Special Session, offers articles and summaries 

about each of the proposed models of how the 

denomination might move forward, and even 

enables a person to pre-register as a guest if 

anyone is interested in attending as an observer 

of the special General Conference session to be 

held in St. Louis, Missouri!   

In the meantime, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer 

encourages all West Ohio United Methodists to 

participate daily in Praying Our Way 

Forward until the conclusion of the Special 

Session of General Conference, which ends 

February 26, 2019.  Below are some suggestions 

and resources for your use. 

 

 

 

 

 Engage in a weekly Wesleyan 24-hour 

fast from Thursday after dinner to Friday 

mid-afternoon.  Those who have health 

situations causing food fasts to be 

unadvisable might consider fasting from 

social media, emails or another daily 

activity. 

 Pause and pray for our denomination’s 

mission and our local church’s mission 

and way forward daily for four minutes 

from 2:23 through 2:26 a.m. or p.m. OR 

at another time.  This is because the 

Special Session of General Conference 

will be held February 23 through 

February 26, 2019. 

 Pray using a weekly prayer calendar that 

will be posted on the UMCPrays.org 

website from June 2, 2018, through the 

end of February 2019. The calendar will 

list a unique cluster of names each week. 

The names will balance United States 

bishops and delegates with Central 

Conference bishops and delegates. It will 

also include General Secretaries, 

Commission on a Way Forward 

members, the Commission of the General 

Conference and the staff of the General 

Conference. 

As your Pastoral staff, we encourage you to be 

informed about what is happening in the life of 

our denomination, while at the same time, 

praying that we all put our trust in God to show 

us through these times of divisiveness and strife.  

These matters cannot be resolved even by the 

closing of the Special Session, but will no doubt 

carry through to the General Conference 

gathering in 2020 with changes being enacted at 

the earliest in 2021.  We have much time which 

we can devote to prayer until then. 

 

Pastor Brian, Pastor Doug, and Pastor Betsy 

 



Upper River Ministries 
John Stewart United Methodist Church 

130 W Johnson Street, PO Box 333 
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351 

Phone - 419-294-2867 
 

Web Site www.johnstewartumc.com 
Pastor Brian Arnold – barnold@johnstewartumc.com 
Pastor Doug Pummell - doug.pummell@gmail.com 

Pastor Betsy Bowen – farmit@udata.com 
Office – churchoffice@johnstewartumc.com 

 
 

 
Dear Members and Friends of John Stewart United Methodist Church: 
 
I pray that everyone had a safe and blessed Thanksgiving weekend.  I wanted to thank 
everyone who participated in our Stewardship Sunday Service with your presence and 
return of your Giving/Prayer Cards.  For those of you who could not be there, I hope you 
would take the time to listen to Betsy’s amazing message, which is available on the CD 
of the service.  I have enclosed a Giving/ Prayer card for those of you who still want to 
make your financial and prayer commitment to John Stewart UMC. 
 
The response has been good, but we are still missing responses from some of our faithful 
givers.  Commitment cards can still be turned into the Church office or you may call the 
church office to let our financial secretaries know what your commitment will be, even if 
your support will remain the same. 
 
I thank you all for your continued support as we strive to do God’s work through your 
attendance and support of John Stewart UMC. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Scott Cisar 
Leadership Council, Extravagant Generosity Chair 
 
SC/smp 
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John Stewart UMC Leadership Council 
 
Minutes of the October 22, 2018 Meeting 
 
Sara Lou Binau opened with asking those present to share their “Jesus Moments” and then Pastor 
Brian lead the gathering in prayer. 
8 Members present:  Sara Lou Binau, Sherry Goodman, Dean Garrison, Carol Minehart, Sue Pummell, 
and Pastor Doug Pummell. Pastor Betsy Bowen and Pastor Brian. 
 
Sherry Goodman motioned to accept the minutes of the August 27, 2018 meeting, seconded by Carol 
Minehart. Motion passed. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Finance: 

 Sherry Goodman reported: 
o Pastor salaries are now coming out of the Upper River Ministries and no longer the 

Hardin/Wyandot Charge. 
o Apportionments to the district have been 100 % paid.  We have paid $600 to the 

conference.  Because we have paid 100 % to the district we qualify for an $11,000 grant.  
The grand is designed to supplement all 6 churches.  We receive this for nine years 
reduced yearly by 20% (2018 – 2027). 

o Stewardship Sunday will be November 18, a letter, sermon and pledges will help in setting 
up a budget. 

 
Trustees: 

 Betsy Bowen reported for Jeff Bowen: 
o We are in need of a new microwave for the upstairs kitchen. 
o Jeff and Betsy Bowen would like to put a new sign up in the peak of the portico made by 

Dick Eyestone.  The installation of the sign was approved. 
o All other projects will be completed after the crops are harvested. 

 
SPRC: 

 Carol Minehart reported: 
o Salary recommendations:  Pastors raises were included in the 2019 proposal.  There was 

a 2% raise for the Church Administrator. 
Carol motioned to accept, motion approved. 

o JoAnne Arnold would like to be relieved from the nursery duties on Sunday.  This is a 
volunteer position. 

o The position of Ministry Coordinator is no longer a position and the title has changed to 
Worship PowerPoint Coordinator. 

o Esther Walker has stepped down as the worship choir director. 

 Pastor Doug reported that the Progressive Dinner plans are well on their way.  It will be Saturday, 
December 8, 2018 starting at 4:30 p.m.  All six churches will be involved and car pools will be 
available.  The plans are to spend around 30 minutes at each church and allow 10 minutes for 
drive time in between the meals.  There will be “Tickets”, they are free, but needed for the 
planning of the food. 
 
 

 
 



 
Nominating Committee:   

 Pastor Brian has elected the Leadership Council to be the nominating committee.  All will report 
back at the next meeting.  We need to have the positions ready for the church charge 
conference. 

 
Business: 

 Pastor Brian would like to have the FLC painted and insulated for better sound quality. 

 Sue Pummell announced that our 50 year member plaque is almost full and we will need to order 
another plaque.  We are looking for suggestions. 

 The insurance is due Nov 1.  The amount due is $3,129.75.  The replacement cost has been 
raised.  Sara Lou will get some quotes from other companies.  Pastor Brian suggested checking 
with the conference before we switch to make sure we get adequate coverage. 

 Pastor Brian suggested we get a quote from Spectrum vs. ATT. Sara Lou will look into both 
companies. 

 
Dates for your calendar: 

o All Saints Sunday will be held November 4, 2018 at each church.  Letters have been 
mailed to the loved ones of the deceased. 

o Sherry Goodman announced that November 18 she will have a special project for the 
Sunday school during church group.  They are going to be making felt quilts; this will be 
6 – 8 weeks. 

o Sherry Goodman will be passing out the bibles to third graders on the 18th of November. 
o Community Thanksgiving will be Sunday, November 18th, the Goodman family will be 

volunteering to organize once again. 
o Thanksgiving morning service will be at the Mission Church starting at 9 a.m. an 8:30 

a.m. breakfast prior to the service will be provided. 
o Reminder that the charge conference is November 25, 2018 @ 3 p.m. held at John 

Stewart.  We will need to provide light snacks, Deb Bowen will be arranging this. 
 
 
Pastor Betsy Bowen closed us in prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Sue Pummell 
 
 
Next meeting:  November 5, 2018 at 7:30 pm, Room 103 
 

 

  



John Stewart UMC Leadership Council 
 
Minutes of the November 5, 2018 Meeting 
 
Sara Lou Binau opened with asking those present to share their “Jesus Moments” and then Pastor 
Brian lead the gathering in prayer. 
 
11 Members present:  Sara Lou Binau, Sherry Goodman, Susan DeVene, Jeff Bowen, Andrea Culley, 
Anne Denman, Carol Minehart, Sue Pummell, and Pastor Doug Pummell. Pastor Betsy Bowen and 
Pastor Brian.  Visitor:  Todd Goodman  
 
Sherry Goodman motioned to accept the minutes of the October 22, 2018 meeting, seconded by Carol 
Minehart. Motion passed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance: 

 Sherry Goodman reported: 
o We have ($11,472.90) in Operations, $3,000 in the offering – this is from the October 31 

balance sheet.  The reports were accepted with Susan making the motion and Anne to 
second the motion. 

o The first Stewardship letter has been mailed and the Gifts/Prayer pledge cards will be in 
the bulletin on Sunday. 

Trustees: 

 Jeff Bowen reported: 
o We have two liquor permits for local businesses to approve.  Anne motioned to not object 

the permits while Todd seconded the motion.  All approved. 
Business: 

 The Spectrum vs. ATT is being reviewed.  Spectrum can have a landline for the elevator and will 
run about $139.95.  ATT has internet and phone with the church and the contracts will be looked 
at. 

 Todd Goodman would like to start a “Blessing Box” at the church or in the community.  These 
boxes would have planned meals in them.  Todd will also talk to Scott Moore at Open Door to 
see if we could partner with them. 

 Nominations were discussed and ready for the Church Charge Conference. 

 Diana Craft will now join the Prayer Timers. 

 Our next meeting will be catered and we will need RSVPs. Anne and Sara Lou will be planning. 
 
 
Pastor Brian closed us in prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Sue Pummell 
 
Next meeting:  January 14, 2019 @ 6:00 p.m. 
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"I hope He got better gifts for His second Christmas."      

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com  ©Bob Vojtko 
Reprinted with permission  

 


