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To all the Church Family! 
 
 I sit at my desk I am filled with mixed emotions.  
As many of you know I have been looking 
forward to the day when I can retire from my 
secular job at the Timken Company.  It doesn’t 
take long in a conversation with me to find out 
exactly how many days, hours, minutes and 
seconds I have left till I can finish that part of my 
life.  It has always been my intention when that 
day arrives I would enter into full-time ministry 
as a pastor.  Becky and I have begun to prepare 
for when that day happens.  Even though we do 
all we can, we were still left with many 
unanswered questions about how things would 
take place.  For those questions we have 
resolved to let the Lord handle it and we have 
committed them to prayer. 
 About a month ago I engaged in a phone 
conversation with our district superintendent, 
Barry Burns, about Mission opportunities in 
Alaska.  I was inquiring about what opportunities 
were available in that region and how a person 
would go about finding out more information.  
Alaska had been a place Becky and I were 
interested in serving God. Somewhere in that 
conversation the topic of my upcoming 
retirement was brought up. (He knows my 
countdown process) He was telling me of the 
many opportunities that would probably be 
coming available within the next couple years 
for a full-time pastor.  As an example, he began 
to tell me about the latest opportunity he had 
been presented with close to Upper Sandusky. 
In July, Vanlue Christ United Methodist and 
Findlay East Zion United Methodist pastor 
would be retiring.  He was explaining that he 
thought this charge could be made a little less 
than full-time to begin with and grow to a full-
time position.  He inquired about my interest in 
this appointment and asked Becky and I, to pray 

and ask God for discernment about the future of 
our calling and if this charge was of interest to 
us. After some time of praying Becky and I with 
much peace in our hearts, decided to have a 
conference call with Barry and express to him 
our desire to move ahead and initiate a request 
to seek out Bishop Palmer and the cabinet’s 
blessing for this appointment. 
 As a result on Monday night May 8, 2017 
we had our official introduction to the SPRC of 
the Vanlue Christ United Methodist and Findlay 
East Zion United Methodist churches.  I have 
accepted this new appointment to serve as 
pastor in this charge. 
 My First Sunday to preach at my new 
charge will be June 25th as of then I will no 
longer be a pastor for the Wyandot/Hardin 
County charge of the United Methodist Church.  
It is with a heavy heart that we say farewell to 
our friends and loved ones here at John 
Stewart, Forest, and Wharton churches.  I am 
so very grateful for the opportunity to serve and 
minister to each and every one of you.  I cannot 
begin to express the amount of knowledge and 
experience I have gained through working with 
you. This certainly was not an easy decision to 
make. The wonderful people of our churches 
made it difficult. Take heart though my friends, I 
am sure our paths will cross again, as we will 
remain living in Upper Sandusky.  
 While it is true that we are leaving to 
serve in another community, please don’t forget 
all the awesome activities that are going on here 
in our local communities. We have the Sunday 
morning services at the Old Mission beginning 
June 4th with various pastors from around the 
area and The Chiefs of the Wyandot Nation in 
July, these services start at 8 AM. 
There will also be representation from our 
churches and activities at the Wharton festival 
and also at the Forest Tree Town Festival.  
Becky and I plan to be there to help with the 
festivities. You also won’t want to forget to 
attend the service at Ellis Lake led by Pastor 
Doug this year. 
With all these exciting activities coming up no 
one should say there is nothing to do around 
here!  Enjoy your summer and give God the 
Glory in all that you do! 
 
In Christ’s love!  
Pastor Bob and Becky Greene  



 

John Stewart 
Sunday, June 4 – Wear RED 

 

Sundays, June 4, 11, 18, 25 @ 8 a.m. 

Mission Church Services 

 

Sunday – Wednesday, June 4 – 7 – Annual 

Conference (Office Closed) 

 

New Office Hours June 12:  

Monday – Thursday, 9 – 3 p.m. 

Fridays, 9 – noon 

 

Mondays, June 5, 12, 19, 26 - Prayers & 

Squares, 9:30 a.m. (Sit-n-Sew, Friday, June 

9th @ 9:30 a.m.) 

 

Tuesday, June 6, 20, 27 – Card Ministry, 

9:30 a.m. – 13th @ 1 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, June 13 – Susannah’s Hope, 10 

a.m. 

 

Thursday, June 15 – 4K for Cancer, 

Compassionate Friends, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, June 18th – Reception following 

10:10 worship for Pastor Bob & Becky 

 

Wednesday, June 28 – Red Cross Blood 

Drive - FLC, 12:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

- - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 

 

 

 

 

 
“Thanks for the visit. Don’t forget to change 
your Facebook status to ‘Enlightened.’” 
from JoyfulNoiseletter.com©Harley L. Schwadron Reprinted with 
permission 

Forest  
Saturday, June 3 – Chicken BBQ 

 

Sunday, June 4- Wear RED 

 

Sunday – Wednesday, June 4 – 7 – Annual 

Conference 

 

Wednesday, June 14 – United Methodist 

Women: 1:30 pm, in Fellowship Hall.  

Subject: New Hope Homeless Center 

 

Wednesday, June 21 – USDA delivery, 

10:30 am 

 

Monday, June 26 – Food Pantry: 

preparation, 9 am; servicing 1-3 pm 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 

For All 
 

Saturday, June 10 – Voice of Hope 

Pregnancy Center RUN/Walk for HOPE 5K, 

check-in 8 a.m., Race 9 a.m. Register online 

www.betheldonors.org 

 

Sunday, June 18 – Father’s Day 

 

Saturday, June 24 - Upper Walk for Life 

(Voice of Hope) @ Harrison Smith Park, 10 

a.m., check in starts at 9 a.m. $25 register 

early for a t-shirt 

 

Saturday, Sunday, July 8, 9 – Tree Town 

Festival – Forest 

 

Saturday, July 15 – Wharton Festival 

 

Sunday, July 16 - Ellis Lake Service, 10:10 

a.m., bring your favorite yard game, lawn 

chair and side dish. There will also be 

swimming and fellowship! 

http://www.betheldonors.org/


Need a chuckle??.... 

 
A woman, concerned about her husband’s lack of spiritual life, went to a pastor and asked if he could 
help her get her husband to church. “Does your husband believe in life after death?” the pastor 
asked. 
“Hah! My husband doesn’t believe in life after supper,” the wife replied 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 
While on vacation, a friend and her husband visited a church one Sunday. They settled into a pew 
near the front of the church. An usher came up to them, tapped on the pew and said, “This pew is 
saved.” Her husband looked up, smiled and replied, “That’s OK. So are we!”‒via Rev. Dr. Karl R. 
Kraft Dover, DE 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 
After preaching a funeral while not feeling well, Rev. Dave Swinton, pastor of Grace United 
Methodist 
Church in Des Moines, IA, made the following post on Facebook: 
“I’m sick. I look so bad the pallbearers tried to carry me out at the end of the funeral this morning.” 
‒via Rev. Dale Schoening, Woodward, IA 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 
Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to her mother, “Why is the bride dressed 
in white?” “Because white is the color of happiness, and today is the happiest day of her life,” her mother 
replied. The child thought about this for a moment, then asked, “So why is the groom wearing black?” 
‒ via Joan Pfister Portage, MI

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 
In his sermon, a pastor told his summertime congregation: “Nature is a gift from God and every blade 
of grass is a sermon.” The next day, the pastor was mowing his lawn when a church member came 
along. The parishioner stood watching his pastor mow. Then, nodding his head in approval, he said, 
“Way to go, pastor! Cut it short.” ‒via Rev. Harry Mahoney Dedham, MA 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 

Bloopers 

In the monthly newsletter of a Dedham, MA church:  “Ushering is an important part of our worship. 
If you are infested in ‘ushering’ please contact the church office.”  (Should have been interested.)—
via Rev. Harry Mahoney Dedham, MA 
 

In a church bulletin: “Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their school days.” ‒via George Goldtrap Ormond-by-the-Sea, FL 

 
 
 
 “The light at the end of the tunnel turned out to be from a 

train.” 

JoyfulNoiseletter.com 
©Harley L. Schwadron 
Reprinted with permission 

  



Two Hundred Years on the 

Banks of the Sandusky 
 
It is true that an ordinary man, without any 
authorization, without representing any 
organization, without any institutional support, 
came to the banks of the Sandusky River just 
over 200 years ago.  He arrived in November 
1816.  He lived among the Indians who lived in 
the area before the region was carved up into 
reservations.  The majority of the Indians along 
this stretch of the upper part of the Sandusky 
River were Wyandot.  And the daring soul who 
came among them, expressly for God, was John 
Stewart. 

Beginning with an audience of one, Mr. Stewart 
persisted with his effort to share God’s counsel 
with the Wyandot people.  By March 1817, with 
a bit of frustration and perhaps a bit of 
discouragement, he made up his mind to leave 
the Wyandot Indians to return to Marietta on the 
Ohio River.  But as he left the villages, a number 
of the people followed him, begging him to stay.  
He finally relented and offered to come visit 
them when “the corn shoots”.  Sometime in May 
1817 his heart grew in compassion for the 
people with whom he had spent the winter and 
he drafted a letter to them. 

"My dear and beloved Friends: I, your brother 
traveler to eternity, by the grace and mercy of 
God, am blessed with this opportunity of writing 
to you; although I be far distant from you in body, 
yet my mind is oft times upon you…” 

No promise is made in the letter about whether 
Mr. Stewart would return to the Wyandot people.  
His heart was not focused upon himself, but 
upon the Wyandot people.  But sure enough, by 
the first signs of summer, Mr. Stewart found 
himself making his way back to the banks of the 
upper part of the Sandusky River.   

In keeping with the calling of this faithful servant, 
John Stewart, there continues to be Good News 
preached each week at the Wyandot Mission 
Church at the north end of what is today labeled 
Fourth Street in the city of Upper Sandusky.  
The public is invited to experience a forty-five 
minute worship service, under the grand oak 
trees, beginning each Sunday at 8 a.m. during 
the months of June, July, and August. 

The June preachers will be: 

June 4 — Rev. Bob Greene, team pastor with 
Forest, John Stewart, and Wharton UM 
Churches 

June 11 — Rev. Jim Stauffer, lead pastor at 
Trinity Evangelical UM Church 

June 18 — Steve Sturgeon, Pastoral Assistant 
at Trinity Evangelical UM Church 

June 25 — The Right Reverend James B. 
Finley, assigned as assistant to John Stewart in 
1821 (portrayed by Rev. Brian Arnold, lead 
pastor at Forest, John Stewart, and Wharton 
UM Churches). 

~Pastor Brian Arnold 

  Prayer Chain    

To start the prayer chain call Betsy Bowen at 419-310-3447.  The prayer warriors will pray for 
confidential requests left in the box in the foyer @ John Stewart. Prayer requests may also be 
sent from the church web site johnstewartumc.com 
 
Privacy policies at hospitals prevent the Church from knowing about your medical prayer needs or 
for Pastoral visits.  Please have your family contact the Church office or make a contact directly with 
Pastor. 
 
Do you want to be a part of the Prayer Chain??  If so, please call Sue Pummell at JS, 419-294-2867.  If 
you have a cell phone # or email you will be sent the request immediately.  If you have a land line we will 
set up a call to you. 

 



 

Leonardo da Vinci’s painting, “The Last Supper.” 

What did Jesus’ disciples eat 
at the Last Supper? 

 

We know that they had bread and wine, but Brad 
Lemley, a Washington newspaper reporter and 
writer on nutrition and health, is convinced that 
fish was the main course at the Last Supper. 
Lemley notes that electronic imaging of 
Leonardo da Vinci’s 15th-century mural painting 
“The Last Supper” reveals a fish on the table. 
That makes sense because many of Jesus’ 
disciples were fishermen, and fish has always 
been a staple of the Mediterranean diet. Said 
Lemley: “The early Christians and Buddhists 
understood the healing power of the nutrient 
Omega 3 fatty acid contained in fish. It was 
known to deter inflammation and resist aging.” 
Many modern medical studies have extolled the 
health benefits of the Mediterranean diet. (With 

permission ©JoyfulNoiseletter.com) 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - -

 
 
Holidays 
 
Flag Day 
Father’s Day 
Juneteenth (or Emancipation Day and Freedom Day-June 19th) 
Paul Bunyan Day 
National Rose Month 
National Dairy Month 
African-American Music Month 
National Ice tea Month 
National Candy Month 
 
 
Facts 
 
*June is the 6th month of the year and has 30 days. 
*It is the first month of the summer season 
*June in the Northern Hemisphere is similar to the month of December in the Southern Hemisphere. 
*June is known as a great month to get married. 
*The famous English tennis tournament, Wimbledon is played during the month of June. 
*The longest day of the year occurs on either June 21st or 22nd. 
*Several countries celebrate their flag days during this month including the USA, Sweden, Denmark, 

Romania and Argentina 
*June 21st is “Go Skateboarding Day” 
 
Information found in http://www.ducksters.com/holidays/juneteenth.php 
 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/holidays/juneteenth.php


 

 
 



Forest Community Vacation Bible School                                                                                                      
 

Forest United Methodist Church                                                                                         

111 East Dixon Street, Forest, OH     

VBS: July 10-14, 2017                                                                                                                 

6 pm-8:15 pm                                                                                                                           
For more information: 419-273-3148 

 

 
Forest Christian Preschool is still accepting students for the 2017-2018 school year. 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - -  - - - - 
 

6/11 Mission Team 
 
Six Chaperones and eleven students are 
headed east to serve as a mission team in July.  
Please pray for the John Stewart 6/11 Team! 

Along the Virginia coast there are many 
beautiful beaches and coastal towns, but you 
don't have to look too far inland to find 
communities that are struggling. In these areas 
the homes of many elderly people and families 
on fixed incomes sit in disrepair.  This summer 
members of the John Stewart Youth Group will 
provide help to repair and maintain homes, and 
offer hope by reaching out in Christian service.  
Work may include general home repair, 
painting, and deck and wheelchair construction.  
It will not be known until the week before 
departure what work the group will conduct for 
its mission adventure. 

The group will be working just outside of Norfolk 
near Virginia Beach.  Departure for mission will 
be at some early dark hour Sunday morning on 
July 2nd.  The group will stay at Regent 
University Village in apartment style dorms.  
Dining, meeting areas, and recreational facilities 
are located on site.  Evening Chapel services 
will be offsite at a local church.  Nearby beaches 
and parks will be enjoyed for cook-outs, music, 
worship, and just for fun.  Students and 
chaperones have contributed $1,500 out of their 
own pockets; have raised just under $5,000 
through fund raising activities; and have 
received $845 through Sunday morning 
donations.  It takes an estimated $450 per 
person or $7,650 to pay for transportation, most 
meals during the week, lodging, materials for 
repairs and maintenance, and (of course!) the 
mandatory daily ice-cream treat.

.   

  Altar Flowers    

HELP!  Are you wanting to have beautiful flowers each Sunday? Sign up for Altar Flowers.   
Please call Deb Bowen if you are interested @ 419-209-2410 



Pre-Sorted Standard 

U.S. Postage 
P A I D 
Upper Sandusky, OH 
Permit No. 12 

JOHN STEWART UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

130 WEST JOHNSON STREET 

P.O. BOX 333 

UPPER SANDUSKY, OHIO  43351 

   

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest UMC   John Stewart UMC   Wharton UMC 

111 E Dixon St   30 W Johnson Street   208 E Sandusky St 

Forest OH 45843   Upper Sandusky OH 43351  Wharton OH  43359 

 

419-273-3148   419-294-2867    

 

 


