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Upper River Ministries
H O L I DAY N EWS L E T T E R
Greetings to One and All,
"For unto us, a child is born, unto us a son is given,"
what amazing things this promise opens up! What
potential, what vision, what insights, and O' what joy
is present in these few words of the prophet Isaiah...
That is the essence of a relationship with
Christ...There is the same endlessness that come
with new birth that brings us to Christ...That is the
essence of what we celebrate at Christmas. It never
changes... There is new birth. There is joy, vision,
insight, relationship and amazement all come to
earth in the Babe born at Bethlehem... There is redemption for all. We celebrate Jesus!
There is nothing which eclipses the endless joy that
the season of Christmas brings. It all happens no
matter what. So Lynn and I wish each and everyone
one of you a Merry and Meaningful Christmas, full of
joy with a sense of grace beyond description. "For
unto us, a child is born."
With the deep personal reward I find in being
pastor, I remain,
Always yours,
Johnny...

your

Christmas Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Jeff and I hope that this letter finds each of you safe and healthy and looking forward to celebrating the birth of Christ. Our
celebrations will look different this year. The virus has impacted the lives of our congregations and also the way we worship in
the six churches of the Upper River Ministries.
As we worked to stay connected with you this year, we have tried many new things. The pastors and staff have worked creatively to present worship in new ways. We have worshipped in parking lots. We have taped our services and put them out on
YouTube and Facebook. We hope this has helped you to stay connected to the word of God, the love of Jesus Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit.
As my journey in ministry continues, I have completed two Course of Study classes through the Methodist Theological School
in Delaware, OH. I have schedule two more classes for 2021. These courses have given me new insights into the Bible and
our Theology Heritage.
In July 2020, Jeff and I had the chance to take the Youth on a work trip to Camp Otterbein. Since the shutdown of all camps,
Otterbein needed some help with clean up and repair. Storm Rife, Aleena Bendele, Christian Molnar and Cole Bowen spent
several days weeding trails and clearing pine needles off of cabin roofs. Tyler Pummell and Megan Hicks also came along as
adult chaperones. Of course, there was ice cream each day.
This year has also given me the opportunity to perform the Sacrament of Baptism. I was honored to baptize Sophia Hughes,
the daughter of Jesse and Sara Hughes, on September 20, 2020. Sophia's family was present and her siblings Stephanie and
Jayden were able to stand with Mom and Dad as Sophia was baptized.
On November 14, 2020, Adam Sherman and Sierra Miller were married in the Sanctuary of the John Stewart UMC. The union
of this loving couple brought joy and hope to all who were present. Due to safety protocols, the number of guests was less
than expected. It was my first wedding as a Local Licensed Pastor in the United Methodist Church. What a blessing!
Our son, Matthew and his wife, Cheryl live close by and Matthew works with Jeff on the farm. Their children, Cole 13, Clayton
11, Melanie 10, and Walter 5 are learning about the care and raising of animals. They are involved in 4-H and the older ones
were able to show at the Wyandot County Fair this year. All 4 kids bowl on teams on Saturday mornings at Wyandot Lanes.
Our daughter, Jillian works at Wyandot Memorial Hospital and her husband, Travis is the Bailiff for the Municipal Court. Levi
13 and Adriane 11 are their two children. Levi loves to play football and also wrestles. Adriane played Upward Football this
year and is on a bowling team.
After the struggle of farming in 2019, the year 2020 has given us a good harvest. Jeff and I know that our ultimate landlord is
God. We are stewards of the land that God has provided for us to care for. Farming can be hard work, especially in the
spring and fall. But this year has confirmed to us that God is in all things. He has blessed us even in this time of the virus and
chaos in our country and our world. We continue to look to Him for guidance in our lives.
Our prayer for 2021 is that the virus can be contained and life can get
back to a new normal. We continue to pray for the six churches that
make up the Upper River Ministries.
Blessings!

Pastor Betsy

Church Family,
It is time for Christmas! This is always an exciting time of the year. Even in the
middle of a global pandemic Christmas still brings excitement. During Christmas it is easy to remember that God is good all the time. All the time God is
good. If this were not true, we would not be celebrating Christmas because
God would have never sent His son into the world to save us from our sins.
Since He is good Jesus was born on that first Christmas. God is good all the
time the grace given to us through the actions of Jesus are still offered
to us today. It is easy to forget the good in life when so
much around us seems bad. But He is good all the time
so there is good all around us. It is just sometimes hard
to see through all the junk of the world.
Looking back on this year God showed us good and
blessed our family. In the month of May Tyler graduated from college and was
able to start a career. Tyler and Megan are still planning their wedding on February 27, 2021. Sue and I are happy to see the two of them take an active role in
the life of the church. There is no doubt in my mind God is making special plans
for Tyler and Megan.
On 10/3/20 Sue and I welcomed a new son into our family. Charles Joseph Naples and our daughter Jackie were married. The wedding was beautiful, and
their love is obvious. I still look twice when I see the name Jackie Naples. God
showed us He is good by protecting our daughter and new son. While on their
honeymoon they were trapped in the middle of a hurricane. But God kept them
safe. For two weeks in the middle of November both were sick from COVID. But
again, God is good both are healed.
Our dog Lou is doing well but CJ and Jackie adopted a new puppy. Our new addition to our family is a chocolate lab that they named Axel. Lou is now sure
about this new addition, so I now call him grumpy Uncle Lou.
This year on many levels has been tough. But Sue and I both feel blessed to be
in the service of the Lord. We have prayed hard this year for our church family
to stay safe and to keep growing closer to the Lord. I look forward to the coming
year when we can put COVID behind us. I know after COVID there will be
new challenges but despite this pandemic next Christmas when I
write this letter, I look forward
to
aying God is good He saved us
from COVID.
Merry Christmas to all my entire
church family!
~Pastor Doug

Do you know what
ministries are taking place
at your church?

Missions

To Name a Few:
Prayer
Acolytes
Quilt
Card

As a Charge we raised over the $5,000 goal for the
Heifer Mission Project!

Bible Study
Operation Christmas Child
(Shoe Box Ministry)

Forest has not missed a “beet” providing meals
for the folks in Hardin County. John Stewarts
grocery cart has been filled every week for delivery to the food pantry.

Food Pantry
Dinners
Youth
Media Team
Youth

Shoe boxes were filled once again by Marseilles,
Salem and Wesley Chapel.

Financial Secretaries
Bookkeepers
Attendance trackers
Membership

2021 Charge Mission Project :

Communion Stewards

The Voice of Hope

Ushers/Greeters

Pregnancy and Family Center

Thank you for all you do
behind the scenes!

The pastors have started recording Pastor's Picks. An
idea by Tyler Pummell, who leads our Media Team.
The Pastors put out a short message during the week
to uplift those who follow us on social media. Each
Pastor's Pick is designed to give a short message of
information, joy and hope.
Sermons and Pastor Picks can be found on:
Facebook under
Forest, John Stewart & Upper River Ministry.
AND
YouTube under Upper River Ministries

